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Introduction: A New Era
for Beverage Packaging

The beverage industry is undergoing a
transformative shift towards more sustainable
packaging solutions. Aluminium bottles have
emerged as a leader in this revolution, offering
a sleek, durable, and eco-friendly alternative to

)

traditional glass or plastic for certain product
types. Brands across Europe are embracing
aluminium packaging not only for its modern
aesthetic, but also for its alignment with circular
economy principles and evolving consumer
values.

This report explores how aluminium bottles are
making waves in segments from spirits and
wine to water and wellness drinks, driven by
sustainability goals and innovative design. It
also highlights BlueSky’s leadership in this
space as the country’s leading supplier of
aluminium bottles, with a proven track record of
enhancing brands and ensuring reliable supply.
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Aluminium Bottles Across
Beverage Segments

Spirits & Liquors (inc. Non-
Alcoholic)

Premium spirits have long relied on heavy glass
for a sense of tradition and quality. Today,
forward-thinking distillers are testing aluminium
bottles for both full-sized spirits and miniatures.

Aluminium provides a fresh, contemporary look
that stands out on shelves while being
unbreakable - a key advantage for duty-
free/travel retail and venues where glass is
restricted.
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Notably, Diageo trialed a full-size aluminium
Baileys bottle in travel retail in 2024, and Rémy
Cointreau launched its Cointreau Cocktail in
200 ml aluminium bottles.

Non-alcoholic spirit brands, targeting health-
conscious consumers, also appreciate the
sustainable packaging story that aluminium
conveys. With epoxy phenolic inner lacquer,
aluminium bottles preserve the flavour and
quality of spirits without any metallic impact,
ensuring a seamless consumer experience akin
to glass.
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Aluminium Bottles Across

Beverage Segments
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Ready-to-Drink Cocktails (RTDs)
& Functional Beverages:

RTDs and functional drinks (energy shots,
kombucha, health tonics) are among the fastest-
growing beverage segments, especially popular
with younger adults. These consumers heavily
favour recyclable and portable packaging.
Aluminium cans led the way, and now aluminium
bottle (bottles with resealable closures) are
gaining traction.

They share the benefits of cans - lightweight and
infinite recyclability - while offering the ability to
re-seal for later consumption. This makes them
ideal for beverages not finished in one go (e.g. a
protein shake or multi-serve cocktail).

For functional “wellness shots,” aluminium
bottles in small sizes (50—150ml) lend a high-
end, health-conscious image. Brands can
differentiate these products with vibrant printed
graphics on aluminium that emphasise natural
and eco-friendly cues.
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Aluminium Bottles Across

Beverage Segments

Wine

Wine in aluminium packaging was once
unheard of, but is quickly becoming a reality in
Europe. In 2025, Aldi UK introduced its first
own-label wine in an aluminium bottle - a 75cl

Pinot Grigio - which is fully recyclable and 75%
lighter than a typical glass wine bottle. This
weight reduction yields considerable carbon
savings in transport, with Aldi reporting ~5
tonnes less weight per truck (about the weight
of a small elephant) when using aluminium
bottles.
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Beyond logistics, aluminium wine bottles appeal
to environmentally conscious wine lovers and
are perfect for outdoor events or venues
banning glass. They also chill rapidly and
eliminate the risk of cork taint or breakage.
While tradition is a hurdle in the wine industry,
early adopters are winning sustainability
accolades - Aldi’s initiative contributed to it
being named “Sustainable Drinks Retailer of the
Year” in 2025.
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Aluminium Bottles Across

Beverage Segments

Beer, Lager & Cider

Major beer brands and craft breweries alike
have experimented with aluminium bottles as an
alternative to both cans and glass beer bottles.
Aluminium beer bottles (commonly in 330 ml
and 500 ml sizes) often come with a crown cap
or re-sealable lid, marrying the classic beer
bottle feel with the modern twist of metal. For
consumers, these bottles boast a few perks:
they chill quickly (and feel cold to the touch,
enhancing refreshment), and they keep beer
colder longer than glass.

They’re also safer at sporting events, concerts,
and beaches where broken glass is a hazard.
From a branding perspective, aluminium bottles
give beers a distinctive premium image - the
smooth metallic surface is a canvas for high-
definition graphics or special edition designs.
Brands have used them for limited releases and
sports tie-ins (the “cool factor” of a metal bottle
is a draw for collectors and enthusiasts).
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Moreover, sustainability is a selling point:
aluminium beer containers are recycled at very
high rates (over 80% of beverage cans in the
UK), reinforcing brewers’ commitments to the
environment. For example, certain European
breweries introduced aluminium bottles for
festival and stadium sales, highlighting that the
packaging is infinitely recyclable and lighter to
transport than glass.
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Aluminium Bottles Across
Beverage Segments

Bottled Water & Soft Drinks

As the world aims to curb single-use plastics,

bottled water companies have turned to —
aluminium as a solution. In the UK, the brand

Re:Water gained national attention by launching

still water in aluminium bottles and even secured

distribution in Marks & Spencer in 2024.

These bottles provided a resealable, refillable
alternative to plastic water bottles, aligning with
consumers’ eco-expectations. Aluminium
completely blocks light, helping preserve sensitive
vitamins or flavours in enhanced waters and iced
teas. And because it's unbreakable, it's great for
use on-the-go, or at the gym.

Carbonated soft drinks and teas are also

appearing in aluminium bottles for novelty and

sustainability cred. While cost has been a factor

(aluminium packaging can be pricier than PET

plastic), the brand differentiation and growing

consumer willingness to pay a bit more for eco- ~— —
friendly packaging are driving adoption in the soft

drink segment.
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Aluminium Bottles Across

Beverage Segments

Niche and Emerging Segments

Non-alcoholic spirits (the 0% ABV gin, rum, and
whisky alternatives) and health shots are
emerging categories where aluminium bottles
can shine. These products target mindful
consumers who often care about sustainability.
Packaging a non-alcoholic gin in a 70 cl
aluminium bottle (with perhaps a beautiful
brushed metal finish) can underscore the
product’s innovative, contemporary character -
distinguishing it from traditional spirit brands on
the shelf.
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Similarly, a 60 ml gut-health shot in a petite
aluminium bottle conveys a message of potency
and premium quality, differentiating it from
typical plastic shot bottles. BlueSky’s range
already includes 30ml to 500ml aluminium
bottles well-suited for supplement drinks and
elixirs. In short, from herbal tonics to cold-brew
coffee, any beverage that wants to project an
image of being cutting-edge and eco-conscious
can find an ally in aluminium bottle packaging.
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Sustainability: Aluminium’s
Eco-Credentials and
New Regulations

One of the strongest drivers behind the
aluminium bottle trend is its sustainability
profile. Aluminium is often touted as a model
material for circular economies, and for good
reason:

1. Infinite Recyclability & High Recycled
Content: Unlike plastics which degrade with
each recycle and glass which can be energy-
intensive to remelt, aluminium can be recycled
indefinitely without loss of quality. In fact, about
75% of all aluminium ever produced in history is
still in use today, testament to how well it is
recovered and reused.

Modern aluminium beverage bottles can contain

a high percentage of recycled metal - BlueSky

supplies bottles with 100% post-consumer
recycled (PCR) aluminium content. Using

recycled aluminium dramatically cuts the
environmental footprint: it requires only ~5% of
the energy needed to produce virgin aluminium
from bauxite ore. This 95% energy savings
translates directly into far lower carbon
emissions in production.
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Sustainability: Aluminium’s

Eco-Credentials and
New Regulations

2. Lightweight, Lower Carbon Footprint:
Aluminium bottles weigh significantly less than
glass bottles — often by 50-75% lighter for the
equivalent volume. As seen in the Aldi case, a
75 cl aluminium wine bottle weighs just 95 g vs.
~400 g for glass. This means fewer emissions
in transporting the same amount of beverage.

More units can fit on a truck within weight limits,
reducing the number of trips needed. For
exporters shipping beverages overseas, the
lighter weight can also cut fuel use and costs.
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The carbon footprint per bottle (from cradle to
shelf) for aluminium can be much lower than
glass if high recycling rates are achieved. A life-
cycle analysis cited by Aldi noted that the bottle
is the single largest factor in a wine’s carbon
footprint, so swapping heavy glass for
aluminium immediately yields big carbon
reductions. Additionally, because aluminium
bottles don’t break, product loss and waste in
transit are minimised - another sustainability
win.
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Sustainability: Aluminium’s

Eco-Credentials and
New Regulations

3. Recycling Infrastructure & Rates:

Europe and the UK have well-established
recycling systems for metal packaging. In the
UK, by the end of Q3 2024, cumulative
recycling volumes for aluminium reached
119,792 tonnes, surpassing 81% of the annual

target of 147,080 tonnes, and placing the UK
firmly on track to exceed its recycling goals for
the year.

These numbers are climbing yearly, thanks in
part to public awareness campaigns and
industry initiatives. European countries with
deposit return schemes (DRS) see even higher
return rates: for example, Sweden’s DRS

collected 87.6% of cans and bottles in 2024 (2.8

billion units, averaging 271 containers per
person). This high recycling rate meant over
180,000 tonnes of CO, emissions were avoided
in Sweden that year by recycling instead of
landfilling those containers.
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Such statistics underscore that aluminium
bottles, when disposed of properly, are
extremely likely to be recycled and come back
as new bottles or cans within weeks.

By choosing aluminium packaging, beverage
companies are aligning with a material that
consumers know is recyclable and which they
are already recycling in large numbers.
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Sustainability: Aluminium’s

Eco-Credentials and
New Regulations

4. Regulatory Updates (EU & UK):
Government policies are increasingly favouring
sustainable packaging (recycled content, mono-
material, and packaging designed for reuse),
which bodes well for aluminium. The EU’s
Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation
(PPWR), set to take effect by 2030, will require
that all packaging be recyclable by design and
will enforce minimum recycled content targets
for various materials.

While plastics are a primary focus of these
rules, brands are looking ahead and realising
that aluminium bottles can give them a head

start on compliance - aluminium is readily
recyclable now and easily meets “recyclable”
criteria. Moreover, the EU has signaled a push
for high collection rates: by 2029, it aims for

90% collection of single-use plastic drink
bottles, and a similar ethos extends to
aluminium containers, many of which are

already captured via national systems.
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Sustainability: Aluminium’s

Eco-Credentials and
New Regulations

In the UK, a Deposit Return Scheme (DRS) for
drink containers is scheduled to launch
nationwide by October 2027. This scheme will
cover single-use drink containers made of PET
plastic, steel and aluminium, in sizes 150ml to
3L.

Notably, glass bottles are excluded from the
initial UK DRS, which implicitly gives aluminium
(and plastic) an advantage in the policy
landscape. The DRS’s goal is to boost recycling
rates for aluminium and other beverage
containers to 90% by 2030. Once implemented,

this will further increase the recycling of
aluminium bottles, ensuring that nearly all of
them are returned for recycling.
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Additionally, Extended Producer Responsibility
(EPR) reforms mean producers will bear more
financial responsibility for packaging waste
management - and packaging that is easily
recyclable (like aluminium) will likely incur lower
fees than hard-to-recycle material. All these
regulatory shifts in the EU and UK create a
favourable environment for aluminium
packaging adoption. Forward-looking brands
are proactively switching to aluminium bottles
now to future-proof their packaging against
upcoming rules and to publicly demonstrate
compliance with the spirit of sustainability laws.
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Market Trends and
Consumer Preferences

The rise of aluminium bottles is not
happening in a vacuum - it’s both driven by
and driving changes in consumer behaviour
and market dynamics.

Consumer Demand for Sustainable Options:
Today’s consumers, especially Millennials and
Gen Z, expect brands to offer eco-friendly
packaging. In a recent global survey, 49% of
respondents said “recyclable” was the most

important feature of sustainable packaging -
outranking other attributes.

A visible aluminium bottle on the shelf (often
with a minimalist, metallic finish) also looks
sustainable and modern, which can influence
purchasing decisions. Consumers often
associate aluminium packaging with premium
and health-conscious brands, a perception that
beverage companies can leverage in marketing.
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Market Trends and
Consumer Preferences
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Premiumisation and Differentiation:

Beyond sustainability, aluminium bottles are
helping brands differentiate their products in
crowded markets. The sleek feel of a metal
bottle in hand conveys quality and novelty. For
instance, when a craft spirit comes in a brushed
aluminium bottle instead of the expected glass,

it immediately stands out as a cutting-edge

product. This can justify a premium price point.

Likewise, functional drinks in aluminium can
imply a higher value and potency, akin to how
nutraceuticals often use metal tins for quality
connotations. Design possibilities with
aluminium are expansive - brands can use
vibrant full-body graphics, embossing,
debossing, or even tactile varnishes to create a
sensory experience. Limited edition designs or
artistic collaborations show up exceptionally
well on aluminium, turning bottles into
collectibles. For marketing teams, this opens up
new promotional angles.
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Market Trends and
Consumer Preferences

Growth in On-the-Go and E-Commerce
Sales:

Another trend benefitting aluminium is the rise
of on-the-go consumption and direct-to-
consumer shipping. Aluminium bottles are
durable and shatterproof, making them ideal for

both. Ready-to-drink cocktails and hard seltzers
popular at outdoor gatherings can be safely
packed in metal bottles without fear of
breakage.

For e-commerce, where beverages are shipped
to consumers’ homes, aluminium’s lighter
weight reduces shipping costs and its
toughness means fewer package protection
materials are needed.

Portability is a big selling point in beverage
marketing now - brands talk about taking your
drink from the “fridge to the festival” or from
“home to hike”. Aluminium bottles perfectly
enable this narrative since they travel well. This
trend is likely to continue as urban lifestyles and
outdoor recreation grow; consumers want

packaging that fits their mobile life.
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Market Trends and
Consumer Preferences

Notable Brand Launches:

Big beverage companies and retailers jumping
on board further validate the aluminium bottle
trend. Aside from the earlier examples (Diageo,
Rémy Cointreau, Aldi), other beverage giants
are exploring the format. Carlsberg, for
instance, tested aluminium bottles for beer in
certain markets, and Coca-Cola has used
aluminium bottles for special edition soft drinks
(especially in the US and Asia).

It’s not just big brands though. In fact, much
of the innovation has come from smaller
artisan brands, and independent distilleries.
This includes Ogilvy Spirits and Penrhos Spirits.
Smaller brands are ahead of the game in this
sector.

While not all those initiatives are in Europe, they
influence global perception and could expand
into the EU/UK. Notably, spirits companies in
the whisky and vodka sectors are eyeing
aluminium as a way to dramatically cut the
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carbon footprint of their very heavy glass
bottles.

There is active industry discussion around the
idea that a typical 70cl spirits bottle contributes
a significant portion of a spirit’s total CO,
footprint, and switching to aluminium (or at least
offering a refillable aluminium option) could
slash that.
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Market Trends and
Consumer Preferences

Overcoming Perception Challenges:

It's worth noting that while trends are
favourable, companies must address some
consumer perception hurdles with aluminium
bottles. Tradition and habits are strong - e.g.,
wine drinkers might question if wine can age or
taste the same in metal, or spirit aficionados

might wonder if premium whisky should come in

anything but glass.

Education and marketing need to clarify that
aluminium bottles have a food-grade inner lining
(BPA-free, per safety standards, that protects
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taste and ensures no metal contact with the
liquid).

Additionally, clarity in sustainability messaging
is crucial: a clear reason must justify the
packaging change. Successful brands
launching aluminium bottles often highlight
statistics or partner with environmental
campaigns to lend credibility. When done right,
the combination of robust sustainability
credentials, convenience, and visual appeal
gives aluminium bottles a strong foundation to
succeed.
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Design & Functional

Differentiators of

Aluminium Bottles

One of the most exciting aspects of
aluminium bottles is how they open up new
possibilities in packaging design and
functionality. Let’s explore key differentiators:

Customised Aesthetics and Branding:
Aluminium bottles are a powerful canvas for
brand creativity. From matte, to brushed metal
finishes or high-gloss colours and metallic
sheens, they offer premium visual impact.
BlueSky can provide some bottles from stock with
pre-applied base coats, such as the 70cl range
(shown here) for easy branding, along with
options like 360° printing, embossing, and
debossing for a tactile, high-end feel (MOQs

apply).

This is something plastic cannot do as elegantly,
and glass embossing is costly and inflexible once
molds are made.

BlueSky offers designs like the classic “ogive”
(rounded) shoulder and a sharp shoulder profile

for 50 cl bottles, each giving a different visual

impression.
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Design & Functional
Differentiators of
Aluminium Bottles

Tamper-Evident and Secure Closures:

An important practical aspect for beverages is
ensuring the product is sealed and
untampered with. Some of the aluminium

bottles excel here as they have Roll-On Pilfer-

SINGLE GRA) Proof (ROPP) necks and caps - incorporating
a tamper-evident band. These closures,
B Lu ESKY common in wine and spirits, crimp onto the
7 bottle’s threaded neck forming a tight seal and

a band that cleanly snaps on first opening.
Aluminium screw neck bottles and caps can be
used that are not ROPP, but instead lollipop
labels or shrink seals can be added to provide
physical and visual proof of any tampering.
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Design & Functional
Differentiators of
Aluminium Bottles

Product Protection & Shelf Life:

Aluminium is an excellent barrier for protecting
beverages. It is 100% lightproof and oxygen-
proof when sealed, which helps preserve
sensitive drinks. Hoppy beers, for example, are
protected from light that could cause “skunking”
(off-flavors), and nutrient-rich juices are
shielded from UV degradation - a significant
advantage over glass or transparent plastic.

Additionally, aluminium bottles can be lined with
specialised food-grade inner lacquers that
further safeguard the liquid. These linings
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prevent any metallic interaction and can be
tailored (e.g., BPA-NI — BPA non-intent —
formulas for those avoiding that compound).

The insulating properties of aluminium (while
not as strong as a vacuum flask) do help in
temperature retention as well.

From a “safety in transit” perspective, aluminium
doesn’t shatter, so there is no risk of glass
shards contaminating a product upon accidental
drop.
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BlueSky: Leading the
Aluminium Packaging Movement

BlueSky has positioned itself at the forefront
of the aluminium bottle trend, serving as a key
enabler for brands making the transition to
this packaging choice.

With over 20 years of experience as a family-
owned packaging specialist, BlueSky brings deep
expertise in marrying sustainability with branding
needs.

Here’s how we stands out and support our
customers:

. UK’s leading supplier of aluminium bottles
and closures.

. Two UK warehouses and a secure supply
chain that can stock and deliver packaging
as needed. For beverage clients, this means
packaging can be held in stock and released
just-in-time.

. BlueSky’s global reach (leveraging
manufacturing in Europe and beyond) also
insulates our customers from local supply
disruptions.

BlueSky
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. BlueSky will provide ongoing support - we

remain available for any troubleshooting.
Essentially, BlueSky becomes an extension
of our customer’s team, ensuring a smooth
journey from concept to market. This level of
service and reliability is why many leading
beverage brands and boutique startups trust
BlueSky as a long-term partner.

. Empowering Brand Success: Underpinning

all these capabilities is BlueSky’s company
ethos - “enhancing brands, empowering
sustainability, and ensuring supply.” BlueSky
understands that packaging is a means to
amplify a brand’s essence.

. Our combination of consultancy, product

range depth, agility, and customer service
makes the difference. As a family-owned
business, BlueSky also prides itself on a
personal touch - clients are not just account
numbers but partners in a shared mission to
create sustainable, beautiful packaging.
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BlueSky: Leading the
Aluminium Packaging Movement

Conclusion: Embracing the

Aluminium Advantage

The momentum behind aluminium bottles in the
beverage industry is unmistakable. What began
as a niche experiment has matured into a
compelling mainstream option supported by
consumers, regulators, and forward-thinking
brands alike.

As we have explored, the advantages are
multifaceted - from the robust eco-benefits
(infinite recyclability, lightweight, lower carbon
footprint) to the marketing and functional perks
(premium look, resealability, durability, and
creative branding potential).

In Europe, where sustainability goals and
packaging regulations are intensifying, aluminium
bottles offer a timely solution that aligns with

circular economy principles and appeals to the
environmentally conscious European consumer.
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